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Structure of Todayõs Seminar

ÅWe will mute phones to prevent excessive noise

ÅWe will monitor the chat 
ōƻȄ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ άwŀƛǎŜ IŀƴŘέ 
capability, so feel free to 
let us know you have a 
question



Roger Young, Roger Young & Associates

David B. Parker, CPRP, CPSI

National Playground Safety Instructor ςNRPA
member of NPSI Executive Committee and of the 

American Society for Testing and Materials 
subcommittee

Darlene Nyce, Senior Applications Engineer, 

SchoolDude.com

Todayõs Speakers
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Why Is Playground Safety 

Important?
ωNumber One Reason for LITIGATIONin public K-12 education
ω Fact ςEmergency departments treat more that 200,000  children ages 14 

and younger for playground related injuries (2001)

ω Consequences- 45% are severe injuries (fractures, internal injuries, 
concussions, dislocation, and amuptations)

ω 75% of non-fatal infuries related to playground equipment occur on 
public playgrounds ςmost occur at schoolsand daycare centers (2001) 

ω CostςEstimated $1.2 billion (1995)

ω Groups at risk ςchildren 5 to 9 have higher rates of emergency 
department visits for playground injurines

ω Iƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ƛǎ ŀ ǘƘǳƳō ǿƻǊǘƘ Χ ϷрллΣллл ό/!ύ

ω Potential Risks and Reality make Playground Safety Important
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Concepts to be Considered

ωThe safety of the users

ωThe play environment

ωHow we look to our community

ωFunctionality

ωInclusive Accessibility

ωTraining and Documentation

ωPro-Active vs. Re-Active Attitude

ωAdvocating the value of play and demonstrating it



Best Practices begin in the environment 

surrounding your playground

Damaged pathways are a 

problem to the play environment

Compacted earth creates a 

trip/fall exposure
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The Playground is the focus of 

the Play environment

ωFirst impressions are lasting impressions

ωAm I welcomed or turned off by the play 
environment

ωIs it maintained to foster the safety of 
those invited to interact with the site

ωAre there any accessibility issues

ωIs the environment such that my 
constituents further support my efforts



Poor maintenance practices are very obvious very fast and become a 

reference point of your commitment to the community
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Safety Surface

ωProtect from severe head 
injuries

ωLack of or improper or 
poorly maintained 
surfacing is the leading 
cause of playground 
injuries

ωNeeds attention ςBe Pro-
Active

ωSupports Accessibility



This accessible ramp creates a barrier to the 

user; ½ inch rise creates a barrier

Proper surfacing maintenance would 

eliminate this barrier


